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Two summers ago I was 
privileged to attend the USY 
Israel Pilgrimage/Poland 
Seminar. This program con-
sisted of a week in Poland and 
five weeks in Israel. Week 
one, we visited four concen-
tration camps and other sites 
where layers of the Holocaust 
still remained. It was one of 
the most difficult weeks I 
have ever had to live through, 

but touching nonetheless. 
Weeks two through six con-
sisted of five brilliant weeks 
in Israel, touring, experienc-
ing, and cherishing. Biased 
aside, this was one of the 
greatest experiences of my 
life because I was with USY. 
Kids from all over the US 
coming together to witness 
our past, present, and future. 
Experiencing such an extreme 

con-
trast of 
happy 
times 
and low times drew my group 
together in ways that only 
blood related siblings would 
know.  But most importantly, 
it opened our eyes to the dire 
importance that Israel should 
hold in all of our... 

Continued on pg. 5 
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For more information 
about Artzeinu, or to send 

an opinion article, or a 
letter to the editor, please 

contact the Editor and 
Israel Affairs VP, Jona-

than Lipton, at: 
 
 
 

jonathaniavp@gmail.com 
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Want to find out more about  
USY Pilgrimage? 

 
Send an email to  

swusyisraelchallenge@gmail.com with 
your name and grade to receive up to date 

information! 
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· Did you ever participate on a Summer 
 program?  

· Are you a Boger Nativ? 
· Did you attend HeChalutzim Seminar? 
· Did you ever serve on your chapter, regional or even

  international board?   
 
 
If so, then I have AMAZING news for you.  SWUSY is 
compiling a database of past Alumni who attended USY 
Summer and/or Israel programs.  We hope to link you to-
day with future pilgrimage participants, Nativers and 
form future USY leaders.  If you match any of the criteria 
listed above, please contact the SWSUY regional IA, Jona-
than Lipton.  Please list what program you attended, what 
year and your chapter. 
 

Thanks again and we hope that with your help we can 
boost USY Israel involvement! 
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“I ask that the 
Congress 

Member help 
block any aide 

to Gaza until 
Gilad Shalit is 

returned to 
Israeli 

control.” �
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Do you remember 

June 25th 2006? I don’t, 
but I was probably on my 
way to Disney World for 
the first time. In retrospec-
tive, I wish that I had been 
less self centered and real-
ized that not only a mere 
children’s author but also 
a soldier in Tz”hal, or the 
Israeli Defense Force was 

taken hostage by Hamas 
from his routine border pa-
trol of the Gaza Strip’s 
outer perimeter. I am of 
course talking about Gilad 
Shalit. 
     I mentioned he was an 
author. He wrote a book. It 
was a great story, ironically 

about friendship and love 
among those least likely to 
be friends, a shark and a 
fish. Besides the fact that it 
is a good story that makes 
one feel warm and fuzzy 
inside, it also had a dra-
matic impact on Israeli cul-
ture. It is a huge success 
and can now be viewed on 
Youtube, read by children 
in the Bronx. 
     But recently and more 
importantly there was a 
video release earlier this 
year on September 14. He 
said that he was feeling well 
and that his captors were 
very nice (like you’d say 
anything else with them 
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Hello my name is _______.   
I am a constituent of yours and live in _________. I am also a member 
of USY, the youth movement of Conservative Judaism.  I am contacting 
you because I am deeply concerned at the recent decision of the United 
States to release $300 million to Gaza which is under the control of 
Hamas, a recognized terrorist organization.  I ask that Congress Mem-
ber ________ help block any aide to Gaza until Gilad Shalit is returned 
to Israeli control.  I am eager to follow your response to this issue.  I 
want to thank you for your ongoing support of Israel and for your time. 
 
__________________ 
Your name 
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You can find both your Representative and Senator 
contact information at the following website.  Please 

simply contact the three individuals and stress the 
importance of this. 

 
http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/ 

�

recording it). He addressed 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
asking about a release. He 
also addressed his family, his 
mother, father, and two broth-
ers. He reminisced about one 
outing they had in the Golan 
Heights at an army base. He 
also held up a newspaper with 
the date of release. It was 
broadcast on Israeli television 
at 4:00. 
     This video is important 
because no one was sure if 
Shalit was alive or dead. 
Hamas refused to let Red 
Cross in to inspect him, which 
is an international statute. 
There has also been… 

Continued on pg. 13 
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Yasher Koach to 
BZUSY for be-

ing the first 
chapter to turn 

in all of their in-
dividual Israel 

Challenges! 

...hearts. 
     Israel is more than just a 
location on a map. It repre-
sents what the Jewish people 
have gone through and what 
the 
Jewish people have become.  
We see Israel praised, but 
more often bashed on the 
news. People of our time are 
gullible and will believe 
whatever the news feeds 
them. But we know differ-

on behalf of the US Israel 
relationship.  We are privi-
leged to have an amazing 
relationship with AIPAC and 
to learn more please contact 
either myself or our IA.  You 
can also read throughout this 
newsletter various ways to 
advocate on Israel’s behalf. 
     So I call all of you to do 
what you can to make the 
future for Israel brighter. The 
best first step you can make 

ent, we know the truth. Many 
Jewish teens our age don’t 
realize the power that we 
hold. We have a voice 
stronger than anyone because 
we are the future. We must 
make it our goal to educate 
ourselves, know how to an-
swer those difficult questions, 
and make decisions that will 
benefit Israel.  There are so 
many great opportunities to 
lobby on behalf of Israel and 

�
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is to travel to Israel.  Start 
thinking about going on one 
of USYs amazing summer 
programs.  You really need to 
go. You need to experience 
the greatness that is Israel, 
Do what you can to make it a 
reality. 
 
B’shalom, 
 
Max Leader 
SWUSY Regional President 



the Hebrew U Cafeteria 
knows what we like with 
our schnitzel. This semes-
ter, while I take 16 credits 
at the University, some of 
our Nativers are studying at 
the Conservative Yeshiva 
at Beit Nativ, and others are 
doing an Intensive Ulpan. 
The Chagim in Israel were 
incredible, and I couldn’t 
tell you a better experience 
than having all 80 Nativers 
sitting in the middle of our 
intersection and singing 
Zimrot on Kol Nidre. Next 
semester I will be moving 
to Yeruham, a very small 
city in the South, near Beer 
Sheva, to volunteer, while 
others work on a Kibbutz. 
The people are great, and 
my roommates and I get 
along crazy well! We have 
programming at least once 
a week to bring us all to-
gether, and most of our 
Shabbatot are open for us 

 
Shalom SWUSY! I 
write to you from 
the Overseas Li-
brary at Hebrew 
University on 
USY’s gap year 
program, Nativ! 
What can I say, 
other than Nativ is 
AMAZING! What 
an experience it is 
to be a part of Is-

raeli society, and be a 
member of the community 
in Jerusalem. No longer are 
we tourists, but we are now 
totally integrated, so much 
to the fact that the guy in 

to travel and visit different 
places around the country. 
There is a ton of freedom to 
do your own thing, yet you 
still get that sense of com-
munity, which is really nice! 
I encourage all of you guys 
to at least consider Nativ! It 
is a wonderful experience, 
and if you have the opportu-
nity, I would grab it and 
run! You can always contact 
me with questions or just to 
catch up, and I will abso-
lutely find the time to re-
spond!  
 
Much love SWUSY! 
 
Brittany Markowitz 
Nativ 29  
 
 
You can contact Brittany at: 

brittsk8gr8@tx.rr.com 
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Nativ is a challenging academic year program dedi-
cated to creating and inspiring the Conservative Je w-
ish leaders of tomorrow. Nativ, which means “path” in 
Hebrew, provides a unique opportunity to explore ne w 
directions on the journey to becoming a Jewish adul t.  
 
A true year of exploration, Nativ provides the free dom 
for personal discovery as well as the security of a  
carefully structured program. This unforgettable ex -
perience is created through an intricate balance be -
tween academics and volunteer work, learning and 
teaching, personal challenge and community living. 
Participants on Nativ return from the year with a 
stronger attachment to the land of Israel as well a s a 
deeper passion for Judaism, enthusiastic to share 
with their communities what they have learned.  
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Did you know that Israel is one of 
the largest, and well reputable, 
diamond manufacturing coun-

tries in the world?  
 
 
 
 

Well….now you do! 
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Mi Ani? 
 

1) I helped found Kibbutz Sde-Boker. 
2) The International Airport is named after me. 

3) I served as the first Prime Minister of the state of Israel. 
 
 

 
Mi Ani? 

 
1) I represented Israel in Eurovision? 

2) My song Diva was the third Israeli entry to win.   
3) I was the first transsexual to win Eurovision. 

David Ben-Gurion Answer: 

Answer: Danna International 
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...an attempt by the IDF to 
release Shalit. Shalit is also a 
French Citizen and France 
has attempted to appeal to 
Hamas. There have been 
many other attempts to have 
Shalit released, but to no 
avail. 
     I will have a petition at 
International Convention in 
Chicago and at Spring Con-
vention in El Paso for all 
SWUSYites to sign. It will 
be sent to the White House 
urging President Obama to 
call for Hamas’s immediate 
release of Gilad Shalit. 

��*�	
�����	��
*��
����

	)���	
����	�����	�������
�	�
����
	��	
���	��*�
�	�	��*�	���
�	)���	��	
��������	��	��
�	�
�	%#&	�
	
��
�����	?�	�5�����
��
	�
	%#&	
��*�	���
���	���	�
�	�	)���	

�*��	������	�
�	��	���	���,�
�	
��*�
����
�		

	

��	�	�	 �	

	

#����	��*�
	

�������������	#������	
��*���
�	
��	<����	<��
��
��	$����
	)�
	
��
�	�
	���,�
�	�5�����
��	���	
���	�
	�	)�
	����	��	����	
�	
��
�	�����	������	����	����
�	
���	���
���	����	�	��
	������	���	
$�	����
��	�����	7����
�	�
�	
���
��*�
	)����	���*���
�	����
�	
���	%�#�	
���
�	�*������
�	����	
9�5�
�	��	"������
���	��	!�


���
*�
���	9��	���
�
	����	����	����	
����	���	���	��)�*���	)���	���	
�������	���	�	
����	����	��	�	��
��	
��	��	����
�
	����	��	��
�	�
�	

�
��������&�
!��� ��,�����������	
��
�
�

�
�
��0
+��.�������

1����#��������������

2�����&�

������	
���	)����
�	)��
	���
	
7�)�
�	'�
��*��	)�
	���
�	�����	
�����	��	�����	���	.�*�������	)�	
)�
�	��	���	
�����	)����	6����
	
6���	6�5	)�
	�����
�	���	���	��
�
��*���	+�*��	�
	��	����	��*�	�	�*��	
������	)�
���	��	���	����	���
�	��	
����	��
�	!���
�	9��	��
����	)�
	
�
���������	��
����	���	����	��	���	
��

�
	��	�����
	��
��
�	���	
����
�	���	$��
	�	����	����	��	
����	
����	�
�	���	��	���
�	�������	
���
�	)���	���	�����
	��	!���
�K	
���	��
���	���	���,����
��
�	����
���	�
�	���	
�����	��	���	
�����			

�
��������&�
!��� ��-��� ����0����� �

Crowds at the Krakow Jewish 

Music Festival! 

Can you find 
Naomi Nason, 
your past IA? 

 
 

She’s somewhere 
in this edition! 

Follow USY Pilgrimage on  
Facebook: 
 

Search for USY Israel  
Pilgrimage under groups  
and join! 
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Southwest USY Coordinator: 
www.swusy.weebly.com 
 
Artzeinu Editor & 
Israel Affairs Vice President 
 
 
SWUSY President 
 
 
 
SWUSY Communications VP 
 
 
International USY/HeChalutzim 
www.usy.org 

Regional Coordinator:               Jeff Goss 
           goss@uscj.org 

 
             Jonathan Lipton 

jonathaniavp@gmail.com 
 
 

Max Leader 
swusypresident@gmail.com 

 
 

Debra Goss 
debracommvp@gmail.com 

 
International IA/VP:            Ron Shapiro 

Israel@usy.org 

 
Artzeinu is a publication of Southwest United Synagogue Youth, a pro-

gram of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.  The views 
expressed in this publication do not reflect those of the editor or the 

organization.  Please do not photocopy, reproduce or reprint any mate-
rial from this publication without express written consent of the editor.     

For more information 
about Artzeinu, or to send 
an opinion article, or a let-

ter to the editor, please 
contact the Editor and Is-
rael Affairs VP, Jonathan 

Lipton, at: 
 
 

jonathaniavp@gmail.com 


